
Version With Markings to Show Changes Made 

In the specification: 

Page 1, line 2, add the following new paragraph: 

-This application is a divisional of pending Serial No. 09/627,612 filed July 28, 2000.- 

Page 5, 8 lines from the bottom, delete "Figure 1 a schematic illustration" and substitute 
therefor --Figures 1(A), (B) and (C) schematic illustrations-. 

In the claims: 

7. (Amended) A gel solution [containing] comprising an ionotropic gel and a crosslinking 
agent [according to one of claims 1 through 6] comprising a carrier su bstance and counterions 
releasablv bound to said carrier substance . 

8. (Amended) A powder composition [consisting of] comprising a dried, uncrosslinked 
ionotropic gel and a dried crosslinking agent [according to one of claims 1 through 6] comprising a 
carrier substance and counterions releasablv bound to said carrier substance. 

9. (Amended) A method of crosslinking ionotropic gels [using] w|th a crosslinking agent 
[according to one of claims 1 through 6] comprising a carrier subs tance and counterions releasablv 
bound to said carrier substance with the steps: 

providing a mixture of the gel molecule to be crosslinked and the crosslinking agent, 
forming a layered body or a volume-molded body of the mixture, and 
crosslinking the gel molecules by the external influence of a substance, temperature 
or radiation, which causes the counterions to be released from the carrier substance. 

10. (Amended) The method according to claim [1] 9, whereby the first step of providing 
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said mixture comprises providing an aqueous solution of the gel molecules to be crosslinked and 
adding to said aqueous solution the crosslinking agent. 

1 1 . (Amended) The method according to claim 9, whereby the first step of providing said 
mixture comprises [includes] mixing and grinding a powder of [the uncrosslinked] said gel molecules 
to be crosslinked and [the] said crosslinking agent. 

12. (Amended) The method according to [one of claims 9 through 1 1] claim 9, whereby the 
crosslinking is induced by UV light exposure. 

13. (Amended) The method according to [one of claims 9 through 1 1] claim 9, whereby the 
crosslinking is induced by acidification. 

14. (Amended) The method according to [one of claims 9 through 13] claim 9, whereby the 
crosslinked ionotropic gel is formed in capsule form. 

16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Newly added) A method for treating a wound, comprising applying to said wound a 
wound dressing comprising a gel solution comprising an aqueous solution of gel molecules to be 
crosslinked and a crosslinking agent comprising a carrier substance and counterions releasably bound 

to said carrier substance. 

18. (Newly added) A method for filling a cavity in a tooth, comprising applying to said tooth 

the powder composition of claim 8. 

19. (Newly added) A transplant encapsulation, comprising biological cells encapsulated in 
an ionotropic gel crosslinked by a crosslinking agent comprising a carrier substance and counterions 
releasably bound to said carrier substance. 

20. (Newly added) A food encapsulation, comprising a food ingredient encapsulated in an 
ionotropic gel crosslinked by a crosslinking agent comprising a carrier substance and counterions 




releasably bound to said carrier substance. 

21 . (Newly added) A cosmetic encapsulation, comprising a cosmetic ingredient encapsulated 
in an ionotropic gel crosslinked by a crosslinking agent comprising a carrier substance and counterions 
releasably bound to said carrier substance. 
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